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Religious groups embrace science

Evolution Weekend offers talks, cake for Darwin
February 3, 2012

Local Christian, Jewish and Muslim congregations will join others across the country and abroad to celebrate Evolution Weekend next week, an observance intended to show that religion and science are compatible.

Locally, it will begin at 7 p.m. Tuesday with a discussion of how and why humans evolved to be moral. That will be the topic of a Science and Religion Forum in the library of Corning First United Methodist Church, 144 Cedar St.

Congregation Kol Ami in West Elmira will celebrate Evolution Shabbat during the morning worship service at 9 a.m. Feb. 11.

Paul Solyn, executive director of the Jewish Center and Federation of the Twin Tiers, will speak at about 11 a.m. on "What Science and Religion Are Really Telling Us."

At St. Matthew's Episcopal Church in Horseheads, the Rev. Kit Tobin will preach on "Mark 1:40-45 -- Healer of Things That Others Wouldn't Touch" during worship at 8 and 10:15 a.m. Feb. 12.

The Rev. Darcey Laine will speak on "In the Beginning" at 10:30 a.m. Feb. 12 at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Big Flats and at 10 a.m. Feb. 19 at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Athens and Sheshequin, 112 N. Main St. in Athens.

At First Baptist Church of Painted Post, the Rev. Gary McCaslin will preach on "The Big Blue Marble: Operational and Spiritual Guidelines" during worship at 10 and 11:15 a.m. Feb. 12.

After worship, there will be coffee and a discussion of the DVD "Renewal: Stories from America's Religious-Environmental Movement."

There also will be a discussion of "Evolutionary Spirituality" in the Fellowship Hall at 4 p.m. with cake to celebrate the 203rd birthday of Charles Darwin.

Other area congregations participating in Evolution Weekend include the Islamic Association of the Finger Lakes in Big Flats, St. John's Episcopal Church in Catherine, St. James' Episcopal Church in Watkins Glen and St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Penn Yan.

